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COUNTRY OF ORIGIN LABELING 

AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 10, 2015 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in op-
position to H.R. 2393, the Country of Origin 
Labeling Amendments Act of 2015. This bill 
represents a hasty response to a recent WTO 
ruling on Country of Origin Labeling (COOL) 
and fails to take into account the wide-ranging 
views of multiple stakeholders, including con-
sumer, labor, farm, environmental and faith- 
based groups. 

The WTO Appellate Body ruled against 
United States COOL regulations only a few 
weeks ago and two days after, H.R. 2393 was 
pushed through the House Agriculture Com-
mittee. While the WTO ruled that COOL dis-
criminated against imported livestock, it also 
determined that COOL is a ‘‘legitimate objec-
tive’’ to provide consumers information on food 
origin. COOL has been successfully imple-
mented for various nuts, fruits, vegetables, 
seafood and other food products. Congress 
must support this progress and take its time to 
develop a COOL policy that is WTO compliant 
and reflects the views of consumers and other 
stakeholders. 

While critics have pointed to the retaliatory 
threats issued by Canada as a reason to ex-
pedite this legislation, it is too soon to know 
whether these threats have merit. Canada and 
Mexico still must seek WTO authority to im-
pose retaliatory tariffs. The WTO must deter-
mine whether this amount equals the dam-
ages incurred by Canada and Mexico under 
COOL. The U.S. can appeal these claims and 
request that the WTO appoint an arbitrator to 
determine the proper level of damages. Arbi-
tration cases generally last several months. 
There is still ample time for the U.S., Canada 
and Mexico to come to an agreement before 
retaliation can take effect. The Congress 
should let this process play out before taking 
action. 

I also have concerns about the level of 
damages Canada is seeking in response to 
COOL. Its claims cite data that is not pub-
lically available, while studies from the U.S. 
supported by data from USDA show that 
COOL has not had a negative impact on Ca-
nadian and Mexican livestock imports. 

Consumers have a right to know where their 
food comes from and studies show that Ameri-
cans strongly support country of origin label-
ing. Congress should support the desires of 
consumers and wait for the WTO process to 
run its course before taking action. I urge a no 
vote. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 16, 2015 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, on June 
15, 2015 on Roll Call #364 on H. Res. 233— 
Expressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that Iran should immediately re-
lease the three United States citizens that it 

holds, as well as provide all known information 
on any United States citizens that have dis-
appeared within its borders—I am not re-
corded because a weather-related flight can-
cellation prevented me from being present for 
the vote. I am a cosponsor of this important 
resolution and believe it sends a critical mes-
sage that if Iran truly wants to engage in con-
structive interaction with the world, it must re-
lease American prisoners. Had I been present, 
I would have voted AYE. 

On June 15, 2015 on Roll Call #365 on H.R. 
2559—to designate the ‘‘PFC Milton A. Lee 
Medal of Honor Memorial Highway’’ in the 
State of Texas—I am not recorded because a 
weather-related flight cancellation prevented 
me from being present for the vote. Had I 
been present, I would have voted AYE. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KYLE TESTERMAN 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 16, 2015 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
wish to honor a man whose service and per-
sonal fortitude brought great distinction to Ten-
nessee and this Nation. 

Kyle Testerman, a former two-term mayor 
and the youngest person ever elected to that 
office in my hometown of Knoxville, Ten-
nessee, died recently after a long life filled 
with family, faith and service. 

Mayor Testerman is one of the finest public 
servants I have ever known, and he was a 
longtime friend of my father and family. 

As a young man, Mayor Testerman played 
basketball and tennis at the University of Ten-
nessee. As most people know, University of 
Tennessee athletics is one of the highest lev-
els of sports in this Country. 

In recognition of his love of tennis and ac-
complishments in public service, the City of 
Knoxville named the tennis complex in 
Tyson’s Park in honor of Mayor Testerman. 

Following college, lie rose to Mayor after 
serving on the city council. 

More people are moving to East Tennessee 
to live than almost any other part of the Coun-
try in large part because of the contributions 
Mayor Testerman made towards making the 
region one of the best places to live. 

From rescuing the city’s zoo from closure, 
establishing a cultural exchange center, and 
funding the first Mobile Meals program, to 
starting the Knoxville-hosted 1982 World’s Fair 
and constructing TVA’s headquarters, Kyle 
Testerman’s legacy remains in every corner of 
the town he loved. 

Mr. Speaker, Mayor Kyle Testerman de-
voted his entire life to East Tennessee. I call 
to the attention of my colleagues and other 
readers his inspirational service and offer my 
deepest condolences to his family. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 16, 2015 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I submit the following remarks regarding 

my absence from votes which occurred on 
June 15, 2015. I was delayed in arriving in 
Washington due to a flight cancelation from 
Columbia, South Carolina. 

(1) H.R. 891—To designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
141 Paloma Drive in Floresville, Texas, as the 
‘‘Floresville Veterans Post Office Building’’— 
‘‘aye’’. 

(2) H.R. 1326—To designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
2000 Mulford Road in Mulberry, Florida, as the 
‘‘Sergeant First Class Daniel M. Ferguson 
Post Office’’—‘‘aye’’. 

(3) H.R. 1350—To designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
442 East 167th Street in Bronx, New York, as 
the ‘‘Herman Badillo Post Office Building’’— 
‘‘aye’’. 

(4) H.R. 728—To designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
7050 Highway BB in Cedar Hill, Missouri, as 
the ‘‘Sergeant First Class William B. Woods, 
Jr. Post Office’’—‘‘aye’’. 

(5) H.R. 2131—To designate the Federal 
building and United States courthouse located 
at 83 Meeting Street in Charleston, South 
Carolina, as the ‘‘J. Waties Waring Judicial 
Center’’—‘‘aye’’. 

(6) H.R. 2559—To designate the ‘‘PFC Mil-
ton A. Lee Medal of Honor Memorial Highway’’ 
in the State of Texas—‘‘aye’’. 

(7) H. Res. 233—Expressing the sense of 
the House of Representatives that Iran should 
immediately release the three United States 
citizens that it holds, as well as provide all 
known information on any United States citi-
zens that have disappeared within its bor-
ders—‘‘aye’’. 

f 

SERGEANT FIRST CLASS WILLIAM 
B. WOODS, JR. POST OFFICE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 15, 2015 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of my legislation, H.R. 728, 
which would designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 7050 
Highway BB in Cedar Hill, Missouri as the 
‘‘Sergeant First Class William B. Woods, Jr. 
Post Office.’’ 

SFC Woods was a decorated constituent of 
the Third district of Missouri who dedicated his 
life to protecting our country. After graduation 
from Northwest High School in Cedar Hill, Mis-
souri, he first enlisted with the United States 
Marine Corps in 1996 as a rifleman, and later 
enlisted in the United States Army where he 
attended the Special Forces Qualification 
Course in 2003 and earned the Green Beret. 
While in the U.S. Army, SFC Woods was as-
signed to the 2nd Battalion, 20th Special 
Forces Group (Airborne) and deployed to Af-
ghanistan in 2009 during Operation Enduring 
Freedom. 

On August 16, 2009, SFC Woods died in 
Germany from wounds sustained while con-
ducting a mounted patrol in the Ghazni Prov-
ince, Afghanistan on August 14, 2009. He is 
survived by his loving wife, Elizabeth, and two 
daughters. 

SFC Woods’ many awards and decorations 
include the Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart 
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